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 MARY 

Sit down! Give it a rest! 

      They go back to the little table.  

 ADA/JENNIE 

Ow ow ow ow ow… 

      They try to sit like ladies but struggle with  

      their bodies. Manage to look really   

      awkward.  

 ADA 

Can you believe this? Those boys are not gonna ask us to dance! 

 MARY 

I have a confession to make. 

 ADA 

Wait for a Priest will ya? 

 MARY 

Not that kinda confession.  

 JENNIE 

Go ahead. I’ll bless ya after. 

 MARY 

I haven’t ever danced with a man. 

 ADA 

Oh boy. 

 JENNIE 

You’re not missin’ anything. 

 MARY 

I know! I went to Catholic school, where there weren’t any guys except we thought 

maybe the Mother Superior was, but mainly it was nuns and girls, and we danced 

with each other and it was really fun…  
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 JENNIE 

Yeah. Because you actually got to dance at the dance! 

 MARY 

Well, yeah. You didn’t have to wait for anyone to ask you. You just got up and did 

it. And nobody thought you were too free or too loud or too bold or… dirty, you 

know? It was so much better than this.  

 JENNIE 

I’ll dance with ya. 

 ADA 

We are not dancin’ with each other! I would never hear the end of it from Frank. 

 JENNIE 

That’s not fair—he’s not askin’ you! 

 ADA 

I know! 

 MARY 

What’s his problem anyway? 

 ADA 

He’s Polish. 

 MARY 

(Knowledgeably) Ohhhh. 

 JENNIE 

Everybody dances together at Italian parties. 

 ADA 

Well maybe it’s time we stopped. We’re embarrassin’! 

 JENNIE 

Why? 
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 ADA 

It looks bad. It looks… old world… You want them to think you’re old world?  

      They stare over at the guys. 

  

Besides, it’ll look like we can’t get a man. 

 JENNIE 

I really don’t care what they think. 

 ADA 

Well learn! 

 MARY 

I’m scared of men.  

 ADA 

You’re scarin’ them off is what. 

 JENNIE 

Your Ma isn’t pressurin’ you to get married or nothin’? 

 MARY 

Oh no. What would she do without me? 

 ADA 

Oh, I dunno, eat? 

 MARY 

You think she let me go to Berlin so she could save on food? 

 JENNIE 

Could be. 

 MARY 

I was wonderin’ how come she said yes… 

 ADA 

The swim team has guys all over them. 
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 JENNIE 

Yeah but… they swim. I mean, that’s not even a real sport. It’s like a vacation thing 

or something.  

 MARY 

Maybe we need to look more pleasant is all. Like them. 

 ADA 

(Disgusted) Pleasant? 

 MARY 

Do what they do. 

     They do the breast stroke in the air. 

You guys! 

  

 ADA 

My Nonna says Mussolini’s usin’ the Olympics to take over Europe. She says if he 

keeps all the young guys busy runnin’ and jumpin’ and kickin’ balls around, they 

won’t care so much how they can’t get jobs and they’ll all be fit for the military 

when the Games are over. She says there’s gonna be another war. Papa says she’s 

pazza. 

 JENNIE 

We got to win! We’re savin’ democracy! 

 MARY 

Lotta good that does us. They been turnin’ in Europe for hundreds of years. All 

their athletes, they’re born into it. They got it in their bones.  

 ADA 

I got it in my bones. 

  

 JENNIE 

Cause you’re Italian! 

 MARY 

The Irish don’t bend so good. I hadta learn everything on my own. I hadta beg my 

Ma to let me do it.  
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