
Cloud TURNING �2

OPEN ON: 

      THE SS MANHATTAN - ATLANTIC  

      OCEAN - BALLROOM - 1936 

      ADA, and MARY, early 20s, part of 

      the American Olympic Gymnastics team, 

      stand on one side of an empty dance floor. 

      Swing band music is playing. On the 

      other side of the floor sits JESSE OWENS,  

      by himself at a table, tapping his feet   

      and reading. ADA AND JENNIE have thick  

      NJ accents, MARY’s all Brooklyn, and  

      JESSE’s Alabama drawl is almost   

      incomprehensible to them. MARY holds a  

      punch cup. ADA’S feet hurt in her high  

      heels. 

 ADA 

Those boys over there gonna ask us to dance or do we have to win a medal? 

 MARY 

Are you talkin’ to me? 

 ADA 

Who else? 

 MARY 

Oh… I don’t know. 

 ADA 

Look at ‘em standin’ there like a buncha ass-s-s-s— 

 MARY 

No swearin’! 

      MARY takes a step away from her.  
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 ADA 

—nimals. Take it from me. I am somewhat familiar with the one on the left. Bad 

news. I wouldn’t dance with him if you paid me a hundred dollars. I wouldn’t 

dance with any of ‘em. 

 MARY 

Then why did you say—? 

 ADA 

It’s the principal of the thing, right? This is a party right? 

 MARY 

It’s a Ball. 

 ADA 

Party, Ball, what’s the difference? 

 MARY 

We have to act better than we are, as opposed to being who we are. 

 ADA 

All I know is you’re supposed to dance. It’s the right thing to do, is what I’m 

sayin’. My feet are killin’ me.  It’s these damn shoes! 

      MARY winces, moves further away. 

Whatsa matter with you? 

 MARY 

No swearin’! Coach warned us a million times.  

 ADA 

I didn’t swear! Ow! Crap!  

 MARY 

I’m gonna go back to my room. 

 ADA 

Oh come one. It was just one little one. You better get used to swearin’ if you’re 

gonna be on this team. I’m not the only one who does it. 
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 MARY 

Maybe I don’t wanna be on your team. 

 ADA 

You’re stuck with us. They don’t give individual scores in turnin’ at the Olympics.   

     Pause. MARY gives up. 

 MARY 

Is that real crystal?  

 ADA 

Where? 

 MARY 

Over there—on the smorgasbordy thing. 

 ADA 

That’s a buffet, dummy. 

 MARY 

What’s the difference? 

 ADA 

The meatballs. 

 MARY 

So, is it? Real? 

 ADA 

How would I know? 

 MARY 

I heard they have that on these swanky ships. 

 ADA 

One big wave and it’s all goulash anyway. 

     Pause.  
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 MARY 

(Gesturing with her chin across the dance floor) 

Why do you think those boys aren’t asking us to dance? 

 ADA 

I toldja. Because they’re aaasss-s-s-—- 

 MARY 

/LA-LA-LA—/ 

 ADA 

—oles.  

 MARY 

I like the one on the left. He has cute quads. 

 ADA 

You can have ‘im.  

 MARY 

I don’t really— 

 ADA 

Seriously! Take him! He’s yours! Good riddance. Who can dance anyway in these 

crap— 

 MARY 

Gaaaahhh! 

 ADA 

—pulous shoes anyway? 

 MARY 

Try the floor out! Maybe it gives!  

 ADA 

Maybe I will! 

      ADA walks defiantly out onto the floor in  

      pain. 
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